7/26/71 


Dear Urustcs, 

you I'orx ■bmj in.a'fcalneiit oi thu al'ficlavita an./ ttio clip^jingu of iicvis stories 
that Cane today* iVlthou.^ s I wrote you, 1 now Iiave the official copies of the affidavits 
and vdll, v;hen l Iiave time, road thoci v/ith care, I did slcLn over these. Some of t’lea look 
pretty bad, assui'jin^- they are not doctored, as Garrison seems to claim, P^iiuiarly XIII 
and XVII, 

'rfhat remains in douhtj despite the claim of the affidavit, is that these -tWvia- 
transcripts prove tliat Garrison was taking a payoff. Ihat is vdiat the government says, 
and if you want to, you Cf.n read this into it. But what makes just as much sense and 
what seenis to be closer to the truth is tliat he was lobbying. Tiiat may or iiay not be 
legal, but in several parts this could not be more clear and there are a nuiobor of places 
where Gervais says that is all. 

Ihc part tliat to me looks bad is where he loamed tliat his om staff member, uven 
if an employee of the ixilice department rather tiiau his office, was taking a payoff and 
had been. And then did nothing about liim, 

I would also expect tnat under the lavr, if ho knew anyone was taking graft he liad 
tlie obligation to do something about it. he seems 'from these tapes to have known about 
tvro, Soule and I’rey, and to have done nothing. Even thoii^ this my be quite common in 
uew Orleans, I am also sure it is quite wrong. And here, rather than in the purposes for 
which he is ptiid, although none of the stories seem to iiave said anytlilng about it, is . 
where I tliinic they rray get him- unless they have, as I suspect, already made it impossible 
to try anybQd.Y under the law. lliat is_thc part tliat troubles me "most. Why did they rislc 
convictions with all tills publicity? i thinlc they have under a number of court decisions 
and under the regulations of the bar. I ■wish I were sure I could understand tills unusual 
thing the government has done. 

One of the questions I have iiad seems to be ansviered in XIV, I liad more or less 
assuLiod that if there was money in it, some i-iarcello was. fills is tiie only such reference 
I remember. And that moans the situation of Gervais is very bad, that there had to be 
something very powerful held over him to get hii,/ to do tills. 

Again lay tnanks. If you see any more stories, I would appreciate them. One of tlie 
things is will I', Lee Bailey represent Garrison? And, of course, charges made by some 
people against others. Bailey had a very big reputation. He is the lawyer who handled tlio 
case tliat wont to the Supreme Court, whore iic won, that is supposed to prevent all this 
kind of publicity before a trial so that the jurors will not iiave been iafluonccd in 
advance. In fact, i iiave been vionuoring since Garrison went to court to stop tJw; capers 
from publiaiiing those excerpts if he did not want to lose, but in losing establish tiie 
record needed to shovf that tho law was violated, and thus he would vrin. 


Sincerely, 



